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runs parallel with the Malay peninsula. It Is highly volcanic and
will grow almost anything, but unfortunately It Is cut into two
distinct halves by a high mountain-range which has greatly
retarded Its development until the introductloa of railways. The
motor car and the aeroplane will do more to open up this territory
to Western commerce than any other mechanical agency would
ever have been able to do.
Between Sumatra and Borneo He the Islands of Banka and
Biiiton which, being a continuation of the Malay peninsula, are
also exceedingly rich in tin. East of Java lies the famous                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           of
Bali, where the ancient native form of life has been best preserved.,
and then come Flores and Timor, just north of Australia^ and
finally New Guinea, which Is really part of the Australian main-
land and of which only the western half is in Dutch hands. The
island, which would cover the greater part of France and Ger-
many, has hardly been touched. There are no rivers leading to
the interior and die population is very small, due in part to canni-
balism and in part to the backwardness of the natives, for ever
decimated by disease and man-hunting* Here and there in the
interior there are remnants of pygmy tribes, indicating that the
island must have been settled at a very early age.
But then., this whole part of the world is very old, and according
to one theory at least it is in this region that man first bade fare-
well to his anthropoid cousins, the apes. Hence the skull of the
man-like creature, the famous Pithecanthropus crcctus, which was
found in the island of Java, and the presence in Borneo and
Sumatra of those big, man-like apes which arc known as the
orang-utan.
It is indeed a curious world, this world of ours. One branch of
the family progressed until it was able to build zoos provided with
tropical heat. And the other half went to live in them.